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I. 
What is Digital Justice? :
Program Parameters and Ethos 



Program Parameters and Ethos 
Engage with the interests and histories of people of color and other historically 
marginalized communities

Experiment with new materials (Seed) OR have advanced beyond prototyping 
phase (Development)

Cultivate greater openness to new sources of knowledge and strategic 
approaches to content building and knowledge dissemination

Engage in capacity building efforts



Recognition of 
context and its 

historicity
Intentionality of 
resource design

Redistributive 
methods

Reparative 
outcomes 

Digital Justice 
at ACLS

Program Parameters and Ethos 



Program Parameters and Ethos 

New emphasis on “capacity building” 

Lessons from ACLS Commission on Fostering and Sustaining 
Diverse Digital Scholarship



II. 
Eligibility



Eligibility
• Project’s principal investigator must be a scholar in the 

humanities and/or the interpretative social sciences.
• Projects must be made as widely available as intellectual 

property constraints allow, ideally with the most liberal open-
source and Creative Commons license that is appropriate for 
the underlying content.

• An institution of higher education in the United States must 
administer awarded grant funds.



Eligibility: 
Seed vs. Development Grants

Seed Grants Development Grants 

Project must be within the 
start-up or prototyping 
phase of development.

Projects must demonstrate 
evidence of significant 
preliminary work as well as a 
record of engagement and 
impact with scholarly and/or 
public audiences.



Technology: 
Have I tested software, 
hardware, and digital 
products/ content?

Public/ Scholarly 
Audiences:

Are there publications, 
exhibits, and/ or events I can 

discuss?

Relationships:  
Have I identified which 

partnerships are 
necessary for my work?

SEEDDEVELOPMENT

YES YESYESNO NONO

DEVELOPMENT SEED DEVELOPMENT SEED

Which grant should I apply for? 



Seed Grant Example

• Activities: 
Convening 
advisory board 

• Outputs: podcast, 
white paper, 
website 



Seed Grant Example

• Activities: 
Prototyping five 
data dictionaries

• Outputs: greater 
understanding of 
how to generate 
accurate and 
inclusive metadata



Development Grant 
Example

• Activities: 
Training, 
supervising, and 
supporting 
research partners 

• Outputs: 
Enhancing existing 
NESRI collection of 
64K records



Development Grant 
Example

• Activities: publish 
8100+ items on 
existing platform, 
Mexican American 
Art Since 1848

•  Outputs: 
refinement of 
community 
partnership 
protocol, cataloguing 
practices



III. 
Application Components



Application Components

Proposal Narrative

Bibliography

Institutional 
Verification Staffing

Intellectual 
Property 

Agreement

Timeline

Budget 

Key Reminders: 
• Page Count 
• No letters of 

recommendation 
• Institutional 

verification
• Supplementary 

materials 



IV. 
Competition Timeline 



Deadline for Applications: 

December 15, 2023 
9 PM EST

Selection Committee Meetings: 
March 2024 

Notification of Decisions: 
May 2024 



September 22, 2023 1 PM EST General Information 
Session

ACLS Staff 

October 9, 2023 1 PM EST Data Ethics Kim Gallon and La’el Hughes 
Watkins 

October 25, 2023 3 PM EST Capacity Building – Seed 
Grants 

Rio Morimoto and Lorena 
Gauthereau 

November 10, 2023  1 PM EST Capacity  Building – 
Development Grants

Marisa Parham 

November 20, 2023  2 PM EST Applicant Q&A ACLS Staff

December 8, 2023 3 PM EST Applicant Q&A ACLS Staff

Digital Justice Fall 2023 Webinar Series



V. 
Prospective Applicant Q&A



Thank you and best of luck on your 
application! 

For further inquiries, please email: 
digitaljustice@acls.org
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