Anastos, Milton V. “The Charles Homer Haskins Lecture: A Life of Learning.” ACLS Newsletter 37.1-2 (1986): 3-17.

THE CHARLES HOMER HASKINS LECTURE

Charles Homer Haskins (1870-1937), for whom the ACLS lecture series is
named, was the first Chairman of the American Council of Learned Societies,
1920-26. He began his teaching career at the Johns Hopkins University,
where he received the BA. degree in 1887, and the PhD in 1890. He later
taught at the University of Wisconsin and at Harvard, where he was Henry
Charles Lea Professor of Medieval History at the time of his retirement in
1931, and Dean of the Graduate School of Arts and Sciences from 1908 to
1924. He served as president of the American Historical Association, 1922,
and was a founder and the second president of the Medieval Academy of
America, 1926.

A great American teacher, Charles Homer Haskins also did much to
establish the reputation of American scholarship abroad. His distinction was
recognized in honorary degrees from Strasbourg, Padua, Manchester, Paris,
Louvain, Caen, Harvard, Wisconsin, and Allegheny College, where in 1883 he
had begun his higher education ar the age of thirteen.

A LIFE OF LEARNING
Scholarship by Contrariety

Milton V. Anastos
Professor Emeritus of Byzentine Greek and History
University of California, Los Angeles

I began my academic career most inauspiciously by being detained after
school in the first grade. My offense was that, when called upon to read, I could
never find the point at which my predecessor in the reading lesson had left off.
Then I aggravated the situation by a similar failure after school. I do not now
recall how many times I had to submit to this humiliation. Nor can I understand
why I did not have the wit to point out in my defense that I had learned to read
with ease long before entering the first grade. My trouble was that, as soon as
the class started to read about the enthralling adventures of Jack and Jill, Fannie
and her apple, the house that Jack built, and the rest, I raced on excitedly to the
end of the tale, so as to discover for myself how these noble characters had
made out in their perilous confrontation with the universe. Consequently, when
my turn came to read, I was completely lost and had no idea of what part of the
story had been left to me.

As I ponder this lugubrious chapter in my history, I cannot remember how I
explained my ignominy to my mother. She was a generous and kindly lady,
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